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Assessment overview

Paper Component Marks Weighting Duration Dates (Tentative)

1 Situational Writing
Continuous Writing

55 27.5% 1h 10 
min

Thu, 27 
September 2018
8.15 a.m.-9.25 a.m.

2 Language Use & 
Comprehension

95 47.5% 1h 50 
min

Thu, 27 
September 2018
10.30 am – 12.20 am

3 Listening 
Comprehension

20 10% about 

35 min
Fri, 14 
September 2018

4 Oral 
Communication

30 15% about 

10 min
(5 min 
preparation 
time)

Thu, 16 August –
Fri, 17 August 
2018

Total 200 100%



Paper 1 (Writing)
1 hour 10 minutes

Components No of Questions Marks

Situational Writing
• Candidates will be required to write a 
short functional piece (e.g. letter, email 

report) to suit the purpose, audience and 
context of a given situation.

1 15

Continuous Writing
• Write continuous prose on a given 

topic. will be provided on the topic Three 
unrelated pictures offering different 

angles of interpretation. 

1 40

2 pieces of writing 55 marks



Paper 1 (Writing)
Situational Writing

Task Fulfilment
•Provide key information required
•Understanding and awareness of PURPOSE, AUDIENCE and CONTEXT

Language
•Language is accurate with hardly any errors in grammar, expression, 
spelling and punctuation

•Ideas and facts are well-linked and sequenced such that the information 
presented is very clear



• PACT2
• Situational Writing Companion

Paper 1 (Writing)
Situational Writing



Your task

Imagine you saw what happened in the 
pictures.

Write a letter to your principal, Mr Raj, 
requesting him to include in the assembly 
talk what  Amy Tay did.

You are to refer to the given information for 
your letter.

In your letter, include the following information:

•the date you saw what happened

•what Amy told the boy not to do, and why

•what Amy immediately did for the boy

•the advice Amy gave the boy about his 
worksheet

•one important value that pupils can learn from 
Amy
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Paper 1 (Writing)
Continuous Writing

Content:
•Fully relevant ideas
•Highly interesting and thoroughly-developed composition

Language and Organisation:
•Language is accurate with hardly any errors in grammar, 
expression, spelling and punctuation
•Wide and appropriate use of vocabulary
•Very good sequencing, paragraphing and linking of ideas 
and facts



• Writing Buddy- Host of writing techniques 
to improve writing

• Plan a story using the narrative structure 
and story cline

• P6 Writing Workshop

Paper 1 (Writing)
Continuous Writing



English Language
Paper 2: Language Use and Comprehension (47.5%)

Components No of questions Marks

Booklet A Grammar MCQ 10 10

Vocabulary MCQ 5 52

Vocabulary Cloze 5 5

Visual Text Comprehension 8 8

28 Q 28 marks
Booklet B Grammar Cloze 10 10

Editing (Spelling and 
Grammar)

12 12

Comprehension Cloze 15 15

Synthesis & Transformation 5 10

Comprehension OE 10 20

52 Q 67 marks



Paper 3  
Listening Comprehension (10%)

Components No of questions Marks

Listening 
Comprehension

7 texts (20 Q) 20 
marks

• a minimum of 7 texts (Played twice)
• The texts may be in the form of 

•news items, 
•announcements, 
•advertisements, 
•Instructions, 
•Graphic representations conversations,
•Speeches & stories.  

•Graphic options will be used for the first 7 items.
• Time is given to read the questions before each text is heard; 
options will not be read out.

Tip: Should think through options given before picking answer and 
shade answers on OAS during the exam



Paper 4  
Oral Communication (15%)

Components No of questions Marks

Reading Aloud 1 passage 10

Stimulus-based Conversation • 1 Poster/ flyer/ 
advertisement 

• Questions 
related to the 
stimulus

20



• Reading aloud is different from reading

• Reading to yourself is quiet time

• The skills used when you read aloud can be applied to 
presenting, speaking to an audience, reading a stor y 
aloud

• Practise with your children at home

Misconception: If my child can read he 
or she will excel in reading aloud.



• ARTICULATION
• PRONUNCIATION 
• EXPRESSION
• STRESS

Reading Aloud is…
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‘Difficult  words’ from the PSLE
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Feedback on the reader…



Stimulus-based Conversation

(b) What kinds of food do you enjoy 
eating?  Do you think your diet is a 
healthy one?

• Are you influenced by what your
friends and family eat?

(c) Eating healthily is one example of healthy living.  
Exercising is also a good way to have a healthy 
lifestyle.  What sorts of exercise do you like?  
Why?

• Are there any forms of exercise that you have 
never done before and would like to try?

(a) Look at the picture.  Would you be 
interested to buy the biscuits?  Why/Why 
not?

• Why do you think a maze game  
is  given on the biscuit box?



• Stimulus-based conversation is a 
component that tests how well your child 
speaks

• Good vocabulary and sentence structures
• Not simply a Q & A session
• Students should develop their 

conversation using the ARESI strategy

SBC is not an interview…
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SBC topics…
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SBC Strategy: ARESI



- Expectations

- Annotation

- Question Types

- Target questions

Comprehension Open -Ended



• Read to understand passage

• Use deep annotation and annotate passage

• Use Question Answer Relationship to 
study the question and phrase the answer

Expectation: Use Comprehension 
Strategies



Annotation

• Annotating the text helps you gain a better 
and deeper understanding of the text than 
you would by just reading it over. 

Underline / highlight / circle
Key words
Main ideas
Characters

etc

Write notes

Draw linkages



DEEP ANNOTATION
Asking questions about what 
puzzles me

C Making connections to what I 
have read and what I know

S Summarising what I have read 
in my own words

O Forming opinions about what I 
have read.



An exampleO- maybe 
it’s hot

O- he was insistent

O- They can 
be 
dangerous

C- they think he is joking

O- Was firm 

C- Light was bright?- What 
did he 
say?

Strong?

Did not approve
S: A horse was being difficult to ride
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-Use the stated information in the text to draw a 

conclusion about unstated information.

-Requires close reading of section

-Relate it to what students know

-Understand the question before attempting to 
answer

Inference Questions

READ, 
REFER, 

REPHRASE



-Indicate True or False

-Justify with evidence from the passage

- It must be in complete sentences

True/False Evidence Questions



True/False Reason
When Sarah first 
told Peter about the 
honeydew, she was 
not confident she 
could find it again.

FALSE Sarah was going to return to the 
honeydew patch that day and get the 
honeydew so she was confident that she 
would find it.

Peter searched for 
the huge honeydew 
because he wanted 
very much to taste 
the juicy fruit.

FALSE Peter was curious to find out if what 
Sarah had said about the huge 
watermelon was true.

Peter had difficulty 
carrying the huge 
honeydew.

TRUE Peter staggered while carrying the 
honeydew. This shows that he was 
walking unsteadily as the honeydew was 
heavy.

All the answers were from the passage! 

True/False + Reason Questions



• Compare Contrast

• Problem Solution

• Cause & Effect 

Graphic Organiser Questions



Supportive Not 
supportive

Evidence

Jong Koon �
He insulted Boon Hwee while 
warming up.

Boris

Meng Huat

Mr Abbas

Sample Graphic Organiser



1. Read and annotate questions

2. Be mindful of what the question asks

3. Conduct guided reading comprehension lessons. Teach 
your child to        understand the question and do a close 
reading of the passage.

Answer questions accurately

READ, 
REFER, 

REPHRASE
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What did your 
child do well in?

What does he or 
she need to 
improve in?

Are there 
components 

that are being 
neglected?

Are there 
components 
that can be 
stretched?
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